Join the Spirit of Competition:
The ªAE World Series
by Geary Mason, featured writer

We’ve all played a softball game here or there,

whether in a competitive league or in a small pick-up
game. For the best of the best when it comes to Sigma
Alpha Epsilon members and underhand pitching, though,
you need to turn to the ΣAE World Series.
For the 23rd consecutive year, in the heat of June, the
best ΣAE active and alumni teams congregated in New
Orleans to play a double-elimination softball tournament.
Play started the evening of June 13, 2008, with 15 teams
all competing to become Eminent Supreme Champions.
The defending-champion South Florida Alumni team was
so talent-heavy that its managers split the squad into two
teams for the 2008 event. Steve Birk (South Florida ’92)
and his original South Florida team, one that has been
playing in the event for nearly 20 years, kept the 35-yearand-older alums, while a new South Florida Young Alums
team was built on a core group of twentysomethings.
And those young alums made a strong statement as they
demolished the Nicholls State B team 33-1 in their opener.
They then defeated the hometown Tulane Alumni squad
45-3 in a game that was worse than the score indicated.
South Florida also fielded an active-chapter team and
defeated Louisiana Tech 22-4 in its first game. Meanwhile,
the old boys on the Christian Brothers Alums team
destroyed Louisiana-Lafayette 28-5 and then upset the
defending champs from South Florida 9-4 on multiple
home runs by outfielder John Shaw (Christian Brothers).
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The always strong Southwest Texas Alums team cruised to
an easy 15-0 opening-game victory over a weak Nicholls
State Alumni team. In the consolation rounds, LSU stayed
alive by beating the New Orleans alumni team called the
Legion of Doom 7-5 in a game that was won by a grand
slam in the bottom of the last inning.
On Saturday morning, play resumed in the consolation
round. The Nicholls State B team won their first game in
three years by edging the Rejects 6-5. Summer showers
attacked the tournament, but softball play continued in
the rain as the fields got sloppy. In the winner’s bracket,
the hot South Florida Young Alums team met their match
as they fell 11-2 to the Christian Brothers Alums to advance to within a game of the finals. In the other bracket,
the Nicholls State A team, which placed second last year,
defeated Tulane 6-0 and then beat a strong Southwest
Texas Alums team 28-4 on the powerful hitting of Blake
Naquin (Nicholls State ’08) and current undergrad Jesse
Gautreaux (Nicholls State).
After the rain stopped, the tournament’s only two
undefeated teams, the Christian Brothers Alums and the
talent-laden Nicholls State A team, would meet with a
finals berth at stake. The young guns from Nicholls hit
everything thrown at them, winning 32-7. The Christian
Brothers Alums got sent to the consolation round to a
rematch against the strong South Florida Young Alums
team, and the old boys were able to shake off their ugly
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